Aggressive hydatid cysts: characteristics of six cases.
Hydatid cyst (HC) disease is a zoonotic disease caused by the larvae of Echinococcus granulosus. We report our experience of treating HC manifesting aggressive characteristics. Between January, 2010 and December, 2013, 40 patients underwent surgery for HC disease in our department. The subjects of this study were six patients whose disease followed an aggressive and invasive clinical course. The HC disease in these patients involved the vertebrae, chest wall, mediastinum, diaphragm, and lung, with destruction of the lung. There were four men and two women, with a mean age of 47 years (range 12-81 years). Treatment consisted of cystectomy and additional procedures, such as corpectomy and resection of the chest wall, approaching the liver and spleen with phrenotomy and lobectomy. One patient suffered prolonged biliary drainage, and another had a bronchopleural fistula and atelectasis. One patient died of empyema 1 month postoperatively. The mean hospital stay was 9 days. In some patients, HCs can act as an aggressive tumor, involving the surrounding tissues, organs, and even bony structures. Aggressive HCs may cause various sequelae and require extended surgical interventions in addition to cystectomy.